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The European Economic area unites the 27 EU Member States 
and the EEA/EFTA states Iceland, Lichtenstein and Norway 
in an internal market and is the cornerstone of Norway’s 
relationship with the EU. Norway is very close to the EU as 
well as to Malta when foreign policy and security issues are 
concerned, but we also recognize the value of speaking with a 
distinct European voice.

The Financial Mechanisms are an important part of this 
partnership, with their objective to bridge economic and 
social disparities in the EU – in order to achieve a more stable, 
prosperous and integrated Europe. The Financial Mechanisms thus 
contribute to the good functioning of the internal market. Moreover 
they also present a golden opportunity to broaden and develop our 
bilateral contacts and enter into new fields of cooperation.

At the end of the five years period stipulated for the seven 
projects selected by the Government of Malta, the results speak 
for themselves and it remains only to compliment all partners 
involved on their successful implementation.

In prioritising the further implementation of the Schengen 
Acquis, to help conserve the European Cultural Heritage and last 
but not least to protect our environment through their focus on 
sustainable development, the Maltese government has provided 
an excellent example of how the priorities and interests of our two 
countries are convergent and that the distance between us is of a 
solely geographical nature.
 
H.E. Einar Bull

Foreword by the Norwegian Ambassador to Malta



Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway participate in the European 
Union’s internal free market despite not being members of the EU.  
Their access to this market is tied to annual financial contributions 
they make to the EU. These grants are then invested in various 
projects within the new EU Member States with the objective 
of strengthening bilateral relations, to support the social and 
economic development of the countries which are benefiting, as 
well as to ease their economic integration.

Through these Financial Mechanisms, Malta received over
€3.6 million for the 2004-2009 period which were invested on the 
seven projects being presented in this booklet. After signing two 
separate agreements with these Financial Mechanisms in 2005, 
Malta received over €1.9 million from the EEA Financial Mechanism 
and over €1.7 million from the Norwegian Financial Mechanism. 
The grant amounts were eventually co-financed by the respective 
Project Promoter.  

The projects fall under the three priority areas which the Government 
of Malta identified for these Financial Mechanisms, mainly:
i. the implementation of the Schengen Acquis,
ii. the conservation of European cultural heritage, and
iii. the protection of the environment and sustainable development.

It is more than appropriate that we regularly tack stock of what 
projects are being financed by the European Union, and also from the 
different financial mechanisms and the bilateral agreements that we 
have gained access to thanks to our membership with the EU.

Hon. Dr Chris Said MP

Foreword by the Parliamentary Secretary for Consumers, 
Fair Competition, Local Councils and Public Dialogue



On 21st December 2007 Malta joined the Schengen area to grant 
Maltese citizens their right to free movement around the EU 
Member States as EU nationals. In support of this membership, 
Malta started to gradually adjust to the common visa regime 
provided by the Convention Implementing the Schengen 
Agreement.

This project contributed towards Malta’s alignment to these 
requirements in terms of air travel. The project consisted of a 
minor extension of the MIA building to cater for the separation of 
Schengen and non-Schengen passengers within both its Arrivals 
and Departures areas. The secure segregation of Schengen and 
non-Schengen passengers at the airport is a requirement of the 
provisions set out in the Schengen Acquis.

Implementation of Schengen Acquis requirements 
at the Malta International Airport

Priority Sector:
The implementation 
of Schengen Acquis

Project Promoter:
Malta International 
Airport (MIA)

Grant:
Norwegian Financial 
Mechanism
€517,863 (49.47%)



As a Schengen member, Malta introduced the Schengen 
Information System (SIS) in order to conform to the Schenghen 
Acquis and EU standards of physical security. The SIS is the largest 
European shared database for maintaining public security, and for 
supporting police and judicial co-operation in managing external 
border control. The database covers most of the EU together with 
Norway, Iceland and Switzerland.

With the aim of ensuring control at the external border of the EU, 
the Malta Police Force established the SIRENE/SIS office at the 
Malta Police International Office.

Procurement and installation of security/safety 
equipment for building sites housing SIS equipment

Priority Sector:
The implementation 
of Schengen Acquis

Project Promoter: 
Malta Police Force

Grant:
Norwegian Financial 
Mechanism
€246,656 (85%)



Referred to as “the silent city” or “the noble city”, Mdina is a 
fascinating walled city which encapsulates 4,000 years of history 
within its historical architecture. Through this pilot project, a 
30-metre stretch of the medieval fortifications surrounding Mdina 
were restored.

The fragile terrain of the bastion walls was consolidated and the 
bastion ramparts were strengthened and restored. In addition, 
the whole area surrounding the fortifications is envisaged to be 
made accessible to visitors. These spaces will be landscaped 
with gardens and green areas for everyone to enjoy thus offering 
a pleasant environment to serve both as recreational and 
educational spaces. Lessons learned from this project have been 
applied to a larger EU co-financed project to consolidate other 
precarious sections of the bastions surrounding Mdina and other 
fortified cities in Malta and Gozo.

Consolidation of terrain and historic ramparts 
underlying Council Square, Mdina

Priority Sector:
Conservation of 
European cultural 
heritage

Project Promoter:
The Ministry for 
Resources and 
Rural Affairs (MRRA) 
[Restoration Unit]

Grant:
EEA and Norwegian 
Financial 
Mechanisms 
€562,488 (85%)



Lying underneath the town of Paola is the unique archaeological treasure 
of Ħal-Saflieni Hypogeum which is inscribed in the UNESCO World 
Heritage list. The underground site consists of halls, chambers and 
passages hewn out of the living rock between 3600-2500 BC, covering 
some 500 m² and going as deep as 10.6 metres below road level.

To ensure its preservation, the site’s microclimate is strictly 
regulated. The temperature, relative humidity, and carbon dioxide 
levels are constantly monitored to ensure the Hypogeum’s 
survival for future generations. Through this project, Heritage 
Malta has installed equipment at this site to record the current 
state of preservation and to generate data that will form the basis 
of recommendations to conserve it further. The project will help 
to create and maintain a stable environment within the site to 
protect the archaeological surfaces and unique prehistoric ochre 
paintings from further deterioration, thus ensuring the continued 
access to this World Heritage site for visitors.

Conservation of Ħal-Saflieni Hypogeum – 
World Heritage Site

Priority Sector:
Conservation of 
European cultural 
heritage

Project Promoter:
Heritage Malta

Grant:
Norwegian Financial 
Mechanism
€324,861 (85%)

Scanning Image: Scanning the chamber, 
known as the Oracle Chamber, with 
high-precision laser to create a 3D 
model of the site for conservation and 
dissemination purposes.

Holy of Holies: A chamber in the Middle 
Level of the Hypogeum showing a 
beautifully carved doorway in the 
shape of a trilithon which leads into a 
second, smaller, chamber.



The Cittadella, a small fortified town resting on a naturally 
defended hilltop in the centre of Victoria, Gozo, is a significant 
quarter in the social and cultural heritage of Malta’s sister island. 
For this reason, the Cittadella’s sustainable development is 
vital to ensure its conservation for the benefit of residents and 
visitors alike.

This project consisted in the drawing up of a master plan to 
safeguard the Cittadella’s historical character while promoting 
and developing its cultural, social and economic life. A group of 
multi-disciplinary experts were brought together to study and 
make recommendations on the various aspects that make the 
Cittadella a unique monument. The study looked at the historical, 
geological, ecological, restoration and conservation, tourism 
and management aspects of this site and it contains a list of 
prioritised key actions necessary to achieve the aims of the plan.  
The actions recommended in the master plan will be eventually 
realised through a separate project.

Master plan for the Cittadella – the Old 
Fortified City of the Island of Gozo

Priority Sector:
Conservation of 
European cultural 
heritage

Project Promoter:
Ministry for Gozo

Grant:
EEA Financial 
Mechanism
€229,075 (85%)



156,000 m2 of protected ecological land in the south east tip 
of Malta (within the locality of Marsaxlokk) have been turned 
into a Nature Park and Sustainable Development Centre. This 
outstretch of land known as Xrobb l-Għaġin was fenced to 
protect the endemic natural habitats and was afforested with 
over 15,000 indigenous trees and shrubs. Derelict structures 
on the same site have been converted into a Sustainable 
Development Centre to provide environmental education facilities 
and a hostel. The Centre has its own wastewater management 
facility and wind energy turbines and photovoltaic panels to 
produce renewable energy.

The Centre provides students, teachers, researchers and the 
general public with fully interpreted walks, information boards and 
lesson plans for organised day visits and overnight stays. It will 
also be promoting eco-tourism in the south east of Malta.

Xrobb l-Għaġin Nature Park and 
Sustainable Development Centre

Priority Sector:
The protection of 
the environment 
and sustainable 
development

Project Promoter:
Nature Trust (Malta)

Grant:
EEA and Norwegian 
Financial 
Mechanisms 
€635,725 (87.7%)



As an archipelago of small islands in the middle of the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Maltese Islands are exposed to heavy 
sea traffic particularly between its borders with Sicily (Italy) 
and Northern Africa. Such exposure places Malta in a vulnerable 
position should oil spill disasters occur in its territorial waters.

With the support of the EEA Grants, Transport Malta strengthened 
its operational capability to respond to oil spills. The project 
particularly involved studies to assess the frequency and size of 
spills; identifying response strategies and equipment required; 
acquisition of equipment; and the organisation of seminars and 
workshops to train different public entities on how to use the 
equipment during an oil spill response operation. This project also 
served as a basis for the formulation of a new national emergency 
plan for oil pollution and has contributed to enhance the state of 
readiness to tackle offshore pollution incidents.

Setting up an Oil Spill Response Capability 
for the protection of our seas 

Priority Sector:
The protection of 
the environment 
and sustainable 
development

Project Promoter:
Transport Malta

Grant:
EEA Financial 
Mechanism
€800,000 (80%)



A: Via delle Terme Deciane 7, 00153 Rome, Italy
T: +39 06 571 7031
F: +39 06 571 70326
E: emb.rome@mfa.no 
W: www.amb-norvegia.it 

Planning and Priorities Coordination Department,
Office of the Prime Minister
A: 12, St. Paul Street, Valletta VLT 1210, Malta
T: +356 2200 1142/3
F: +356 2200 1141
E: info.ppcd@gov.mt
W: www.ppcd.gov.mt/eeanorwegian
W: www.eeagrants.org/
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